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Kilkenny County Council Arts Office 
Emerging Curator in Residence programme

Kilkenny County Council Arts Office invites applications from Emerging Curators for their 2020 emerging curators programme. The programme will enable curators to gain direct experience in the field of curating exhibitions for the Arts Office Gallery. This wonderful opportunity will also support the successful candidate in many ways beyond the financial value of the project.  

The successful applicant will:
· gain experience and professional development in curating three exhibitions
· gain experience and professional development in managing exhibitions
· develop and expand their artistic and creative networks

· develop and expand their relationships in the culture sector and 

· participate in the artistic programming within the city and county of Kilkenny enhancing the cultural offer in Kilkenny to local and national audiences alike 
· Be mentored by Eamon Maxwell (see biog below*)
All of the above will support the development and enhancement of their career

The successful candidate will also benefit from working alongside a long established Arts Department within Kilkenny County Council. They will benefit from the years of experience and expertise of the Arts Officer and her staff
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CURATOR 

· Curate and deliver three, six week exhibitions at Kilkenny Arts Office Gallery. The successful candidate will work with the Arts Office to realise the exhibitions. 

· Research and engage the artists to be a part of the three exhibitions and organise the logistics for each exhibition.

· Collate and compile the marketing and communications for all exhibitions  

· Work with the artists to write the texts, the wall text and captions for the exhibitions 

· Organise one group / public visit per show (budget dependant). The resident curator will utilise the Arts Office existing networks and contacts to support the in realisation of associated events, they will also endeavour to forge new relationships.
· Work closely with the Arts Office to manage all aspects of the exhibitions working within the constraints of the building. 
· The exhibition programme must include a minimum of one audience development / engagement initiative per exhibition. The curator must be cognisant of working inclusively when organising such initiatives, taking local groups, new communities, young people and diversity into consideration. 
· Meet all exhibition deadlines provided by the Arts Office and any media outlets 

	Description 


	Emerging curator 



	Overall period  
	February – August / September 2020 


	Exhibition period 
	March – August 2020


	Exhibition timeline 


	· May - June
· June – August

· August – September spanning the duration of the Kilkenny Arts Festival (6th – 16th August 2020)
· The exhibitions will be opened to the public 3 days per week – Thursday / Friday and Saturday 


	Brief exhibition details 
	· One exhibition must be a solo exhibition featuring an emerging Kilkenny artist and preferably a first solo show
· one exhibition must be a group exhibition featuring at least at least one Kilkenny artist 
· the third exhibition must connect in with Kilkenny Arts Festival



	Working hours


	Contracted duration – Feb / March – September 
On a weekly basis working hours will fluctuate increasing as each exhibition comes to fruition and decreasing once the exhibition is realised

The successful applicant must commit to working from the Arts Office Gallery a minimum of 1 day per week across the duration of their contract.
The first phase will entail networking, studio visits, research and meeting with relevant personnel to enable and enhance the curator’s successful integration with the arts, culture and creative communities in Kilkenny 


	Key relationships


	Kilkenny County Council Arts Officer: Mary Butler

Mentor: Eamonn Maxwell 



	Curator fee 

	Curators fee incl. expenses €6,300

There is a separate budget for the exhibitions. Full breakdown will be provided to the successful candidate 

The curator in residence will work on a freelance basis and will invoice Kilkenny County Council in three stages 


	Gallery location 


	Kilkenny Arts Office 5 Dean Street, Kilkenny 

	Working / administration location 


	Details to be discussed, but a minimum of one day per week will be spent in the gallery. This will be discussed further will the successful candidate 



	Other

 
	The applicant must outline how their programming will:

· benefit Kilkenny artists 

· benefit Kilkenny and its creative sector and wider community 

· engage with and build audiences
·  stimulate and challenge audiences
· How the opportunity would benefit their own career 



Who we are looking for / Personal specification
The successful applicant should have:
· a degree in fine art or an associated field 

· Knowledge and experience of contemporary visual arts in Ireland and beyond

· Existing artist’s networks OR knowledge and contacts with emerging visual artists across the county and country

· An understanding of the issues facing visual artists in developing their practice 

· demonstrable curatorial experience (albeit limited experience)
· have proven project management skills (albeit limited experience)
· Proven ability to build relationships with artists, communities and existing and new audiences
· Knowledge of the artistic vitality of Kilkenny 
How to apply:

· Maximum 500-word statement / letter of interest outlining your curatorial rationale / approach and how your programming will 
· benefit Kilkenny artists 

· benefit Kilkenny and its creative sector and wider community 

· engage with and build audiences 
· 250 words statement outlining 
· how the opportunity would benefit their own career path as an emerging curator 
· Up to date CV Max two pages, please include details / images of previously curated exhibitions 
· Two professional referees

· Applications will be accepted by post 
· or email in PDF format only - The file must not exceed 15MB

· Please send completed application to: deirdre.southey@kilkennycoco.ie
· You will receive an acknowledgement of receipt for your application. If you do not receive this e mail within 24 hours of the deadline, please contact the Arts Office on 056 779 4547

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 9am on January 20th 2020
Eamonn Maxwell Biography:

Eamonn Maxwell is a Curator and Cultural Consultant. Since graduating from Camberwell College of Arts, (UK) Maxwell has been involved in over 60 exhibitions in UK, Ireland and Europe, including curating the Irish Pavilion at 2011 Venice Biennale. 

Whilst Curator at University of the Arts, London Eamonn founded the Emerging Artists Programme which helped to give many artists important exposure and he continues to mentor emerging artists in Ireland and internationally. 

From 2009 – 2016 he was Director of Lismore Castle Arts, Waterford, one of the most important contemporary art organisations in Ireland, where he curated, exhibited and commissioned work by more than 150 artists. Aside from working with international artists, he has also advised some of the leading contemporary art collectors and has expertise as a board member for not-for-profit organisations.
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‘The Emerging Curator in Residence Programme was a valuable opportunity which gave me the freedom to explore and develop my own curatorial identity. Throughout the residency I was given a platform to realise my ideas in a supportive environment with the help of the Arts Office team. The varied role allowed me to gain experience in all areas of curation and exhibition management and the skills I learned continue to benefit my practice’ 
Leah Corbett 2019 Emerging Curator in Residence 

